
Daily Meditations on Acts
Chapters 10-20

Day Eleven - Chapter Eleven

Controversy, disagreements, and infighting. The Church has them all. The 
early Christians faced all them, most of the time. There is a group in 
Jerusalem that Luke calls the “circumcision.” They were a group of 
Christian Jews who had taken a hardline approach to their new-found faith. 
Later, Paul would battle this group as well (Acts 15:6; Gal. 2:12). The early 
church had experienced division in Acts 6 and now are facing it again—
indeed, they will face it over and over. The unity that Jesus commanded is 
always at risk it seems. Why is unity such a challenge for us? How 
does that affect our reputation with the world we are trying to love? 
How is being a church of “Essentials” a bigger challenge than being a 
church that has a detailed (and usually very long) list of doctrinal 
statements that everyone must sign on to be a part of the community, 
even though in reality, many don’t sign on but keep their 
disagreements quiet out of fear?
 
Things will get more challenging for those who improvise with the Spirit of 
God and go into all the world. There will be much rejection for those who 
cross the old boundary markers for what it means to be “Christian.” In this 
case, however, Peter shares in great detail what happened. The Gentile 
Christians were given the same Spirit as the Jewish Christians—WITHOUT 
HAVING TO BECOME JEWS (or follow the Law) IN THE PROCESS!
 
Peter was improvising with the Spirit of God and NEW things were 
happening. What new things could the Spirit want to do among and 
through SFC?
 
I’m not sure we can really feel the radical nature of this reality. We will 
touch on this on Sunday. We all have “boundary markers” whether they are 
realized, deeply considered, and wrestled with or not. We have “lines” we 
don’t want to cross. When we see others crossing those lines, we see it as 
wrong. We may even complain to our leaders, gossip, or start to challenge 
them openly. Sometimes, we just leave and find another church. Something 



a lot more difficult in the early days of Christianity. There weren’t five or six 
churches down the street to “be called to.” What are your “boundary 
markers” for faith? Of course, there are essentials to orthodox Christianity 
that are critical to our faith. But, how many? Do Christians really divide, 
most of the time, over essentials or non-essentials? What do you 
think?
 
In recounting the story, Luke (who is writing much later in the first century) 
emphasizes that Christians around the Mediterranean world and gentile 
Christians were legitimate. Secondly, Luke includes three things that we 
didn’t see in Chapter 10. Can you find them? Look at verse 14-16.
 
The rest of the chapter tells how the message of Jesus continued to spread 
among non-Jewish people, specifically in Antioch. Barnabas has a great 
ministry there and then he goes to get Saul and for “…a whole year 
Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of 
people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.”

Then, at the end of the chapter we find out that a famine took place and 
remarkably, it was the gentile Christians who gave money to the Jewish 
Christians during this difficult time. Generosity was a powerful way to 
create unity in the early Church. How could generosity help our unity? 

Day Twelve - Chapter Twelve

As this chapter begins, we read about the arrest of some who belonged to 
the church, and of the death of James, one of Jesus’ closest disciples. This 
King Herod was known as Agrippa I. His grandfather was Herod the Great 
(who was insane), his uncle was Herod Antipas (of the Gospels), and his 
son, known as Agrippa II is who we will read about in Acts 25-26. Powerful 
people seem to like to keep the power in the family and this family had a 
reputation for incredible violence.
 
It’s interesting that Herod had James killed by the sword instead of stoning. 
The message was clear—this new Jesus movement was a political (not just 
religious) threat. To say that Jesus was the “king of the Jews” or that he 
was “Lord” or that he was “Son of God” all had major political implications. 
Killing James, a leader of the church, would send the message that Herod 



was in control of his territory and both Jews and Romans could rest easy 
and be supportive of his political power.
 
We sometimes forget that preaching the Gospel of the risen Jesus has 
major implications politically, socially, economically, etc. Throughout my 
career as a pastor, I’ve been told, “Sean, just preach the Gospel.” Usually, I 
ask, “What do you mean?” I find it interesting because usually what that 
person means is, “Don’t get political.” But, do you see the problem?
 
If we take Jesus and his Gospel seriously, it has consequences in real life.
 
Maybe the goal is to avoid being partisan and/or identity politics. Maybe the 
idea is not to politicize and play zero sum games with one another. 
However, preaching the Gospel is an equal opportunity offender of both left 
and right, conservative and progressive. Oh, and don’t think you are safe in 
the “middle” because the Gospel convicts us all!  
 
I think this biblical truth about preaching about Jesus and our present 
reality in the division we’ve all seen over the last few years is a warning and 
an invitation. 
 
While not the main meaning, it seems that being judged is the practical 
other side of what James says when he writes, Not many of you should 
become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who 
teach will be judged more strictly (James 3:1). Does God hold teachers 
to a higher standard? It seems so. However, so do people. Sometimes the 
“high standard” is a version of what’s most important to one particular 
person or group of people. Early in the book, we saw the Jewish Temple 
leaders come after the apostles for preaching in Jesus’ name. In the last 
chapter we saw the “circumcision group” (again, Jewish Christians) 
attacking Peter’s proclamation of the Gospel to gentiles. Now, Roman 
authorities attack.
 
Proclaiming the Gospel invites criticism and attack from both inside 
and outside—really all sides. So, yes, preach the Gospel but we must 
count the cost and be careful what we ask for!
 



The chapter goes on and tells how Peter is rescued from jail and led back 
to his friends. They rejoice, the guards are killed by Herod, and then Herod 
dies and is eaten by worms. He was angry with some of his subjects and 
they try to pacify him by cheering him on as a God. The ancient historian 
Josephus writes about this account as well (Antiquities 19.8.2 343-361). He 
says that Herod put on reflective clothing to make it seem like he was 
shining, like a God. The people praise him as one. Luke says he did not 
give praise to God and immediately died and was eaten by worms. Death 
AND humiliation.
 
Ironically, Luke ends the chapter by pointing out that, even with all the 
persecution, the word of God (or the Gospel) continued to spread and 
flourish (24). This verse reminds us of what Jesus said, “I will build my 
church and the gates of Hades will not overcome it (Mt. 16:18). We can 
trust that God is sovereign and his plans will roll forward.
 
How do you need to trust in God today?

Day Thirteen - Chapter Thirteen

This is a major turning point in our journey through Acts. The news about 
Jesus has gone into Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria. It had also gone to 
some gentiles but no major trip had been launched to bring the message to 
the Greek (non-Jewish) world. In a time of worship and fasting (not sure 
why we don’t fast as much as Christians used to), the Holy Spirit called 
Paul and Barnabas to improvise. They were set apart for a mission and 
took a young man named John Mark with them on a journey.
 
The ventured to where Barnabas grew up (makes sense). Have you ever 
gone home to share about Jesus? It's not easy is it? Luke points out 
that they went to the heart of Judaism (the Synagogue) and the heart of the 
Island’s political power (the proconsul). Paul was a strategic 
missionary. Luke says that Sergius Paulus was intelligent and wanted to 
hear the word of God. This in interesting because it’s easy to believe that 
all Roman leaders were just ruthless and horrible people. Luke gives credit 
where it’s due. Are there certain people in certain groups that you have 
written off as "too far gone" to turn to Jesus? 



 
In our time of political polarization and demonization of the “other side,” 
especially in light of complex problems in our nation and in our world, it 
would be good to take Luke’s cue here. Rather than dismiss the other side 
out of hand, Paul and Barnabas go to share the good news of Jesus. Of 
course, doing that will always draw confrontation. There is a strange 
confrontation with a magician who, like Paul on the road to Damascus, 
goes blind. We don't know if he ever believes like Paul did but the 
proconsul believes and we don’t find out what happens to the magician as 
Luke moves the story along.
 
We also find out that Saul’s name is switched to Paul. Saul was a popular 
and strong Hebrew name. However, in the Greek world it translated into 
'Saulos' and was not a strong name for a man in the hyper-patriarchal 
ancient world. He didn’t want the message to be hindered or lost in light of 
the messenger. So, as a wise missionary would, he starts to go by Paul.
 
The rest of this chapter is about Paul sharing the story of Israel in the 
synagogue in Pisidian Antioch (a different place than the Syrian Antioch), 
and then with many people from the city. He was in the culture where he 
grew up (200 miles from his home) and understood these folks perfectly. 
Paul is a master of knowing his audience, as we will see in chapter 
17. How do you change they way you share about Jesus with different 
audiences? He shares that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Hebrew 
scriptures and offers forgiveness of sins. It’s interesting that the early 
leaders reviewed the story of Israel and God’s rescue plan over and over 
when they shared Jesus. Our stories are powerful. Our histories are 
powerful. They connect us to a larger story and help us see God’s 
faithfulness. Paul is showing how God has been faithful to his covenant. 
Jesus was and is the fulfillment they were all waiting for. 
 
Many believed their message and followed Jesus. But, as usual, there was 
more confrontation. In the end, they shared as much as they were able and 
then left to share with others. Some had open hearts, some did not. Either 
way they were being obedient to the call they received. Luke ends by telling 
us that “…the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.” 
 



What’s your “mission” right now? Where and to whom is your 
“mission field?” How is God calling you to improvise with the Spirit? 

Day Fourteen - Chapter Fourteen

Paul and Barabbas continue their travels and along the way they face two 
things: Persecution and the power of God. They visit five cities. In the first 
three they saw huge crowds deciding to follow Jesus. In one the people 
even thought they were gods! Evidently, amazing things were happening. 
God was working in a unique and powerful way. But, they also had 
enemies. Verse 5 says, “There was a plot afoot among both Gentiles and 
Jews, together with their leaders, to mistreat them and stone them.” The 
early Christians were getting attacked from multiple sides.
 
When they traveled to the next city, these enemies followed them and Paul 
actually got stoned and left for dead (some theologians think he actually 
may have died). The disciples gathered around him (probably in prayer) 
and Paul got up and went back into the city. Wow! Not only that but the 
team traveled back through the cities where they were persecuted to 
strengthen the Jesus followers. Wow again!
 
If I’m honest, I don’t think I would have had the strength, conviction, or 
courage to do what they did. Of course, anything is possible with God’s 
power, so who knows. Paul and Barnabas were also appointing leaders in 
each church. Leadership is always critical and they understood that they 
were called to train, establish, and pray for the leaders in each church 
along the way.
 
Finally, they returned to where it all started in Antioch (in Syria), shared the 
good news about their trips, and then stayed there a long time. This is cool 
because they also had a place to call home—they had a community. We all 
need that! This was their first missionary journey. Where is your mission 
field today? Will you pray that God would give you the strength, 
conviction, and courage to go, love, and share Jesus in those places?



Day Fifteen - Chapter Fifteen

We are now moving into the second half of the book of Acts. The 
adventures will continue but before they do the leaders of the church in 
Jerusalem, where this all started, will need to meet and clarify some things. 
This moment is another major turning point in the book of Acts.
 
Since the great persecution (8:1), Christ followers have been moving out 
into the rest of the world around them. Many non-ethnically-Jewish people 
(Gentiles or sometimes called Greeks) are coming into a saving 
relationship with the risen Jesus through the Holy Spirit. Everyone is 
rejoicing. However, some are getting frustrated because the Gentiles are 
not keeping the same customs that the Jews kept. Some of these customs 
are commanded in the Law. A group of Jewish Christians, known as the 
“circumcision” makes a huge claim that all the Gentiles must be 
circumcised if they are to be saved (rescued) by Jesus. 

A major debate breaks out.
 
After a ton of discussion, Peter reminds everyone that God gave the same 
Spirit to the Gentile Christians as he did to the Jewish Christians. He was a 
first-hand witness to this (Acts 10-11). Then, he reminds them that the 
Scriptures foretold this. So, there was Scripture, experience, and now, he 
would use reason to convince the Jerusalem leaders that the Gentiles 
should not have to become Jewish or follow the whole Jewish Law to be 
Christians. 
 
Peter and James say two important and strategic things for the Gospel to 
move forward. First, Peter said, “…why do you try to test God by putting on 
the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been 
able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that 
we are saved, just as they are” (10-11). Then, James said, “It is my 
judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who 
are turning to God” (19).



 
These are two statements that the Church today should consider when it 
wants to strategically reach out to those who have yet to follow 
Jesus. What do we “put on the necks people?” How might we be 
making it difficult for our children's and grandchildren’s generation to 
turn to God? 

In other words, what not essential barriers are hindering our ability to 
be the Church in the best possible way? 
 
The chapter ends with two amazing leaders having an argument that is so 
divisive that they cannot work together. This is actually a sad turn of events. 
The Book of Acts does not tell the story of a perfect Church. They had all 
sorts of problems and leaders dividing was one of them. In this case, I’m 
with Barnabas. Just like he opened the way for Saul/Paul to enter into the 
ministry and be accepted by the church leaders, he paves the way for John 
Mark to re-enter ministry. This is called grace—something Paul would need 
to learn to have more of, which he does. In fact, in the latter days of his life 
and ministry, he sends for the same John Mark that he had refused to allow 
on his team in this chapter (2 Tim. 4:11). Aren’t second chance great? 
Isn’t grace amazing?
 
Who needs grace from you?

Day Sixteen - Chapter Sixteen

This chapter begins one of my favorite sections of Scripture. Some of my 
favorite letters are written to the churches that Paul, Silas, Timothy, and 
Luke are going to visit/start on this trip. In these chapters we learn about 
their time in Philippians, Ephesians, Corinthians, and Thessalonians.
 
Paul, and his new partner Silas, set off for Debre and Lystra and there meet 
Timothy. Timothy’s dad is non-Jewish and his mom is Jewish. He’s got a 
great reputation so Paul takes him onto his team to mentor him. However, 
he also does something pretty radical. He has Timothy circumcised. In light 
of the last chapter (and chapter 11), we might ask ourselves why in the 
world he would do this (and why would Timothy agree!). Was Paul 



“watering down” the true gospel by bowing to certain people? Was he 
sending the wrong message about grace and faith? Was he allowing the 
“circumcision group” to win? No. None of the above.
 
Remarkably, Paul wanted to reach his own people (those who were 
ethnically Jewish) with the good news of Jesus the Messiah. To do this he 
had to be able to spend time with them—building relationships of love and 
trust. Paul and Timothy were willing to do what it took to bridge the gap that 
would have existed if Timothy was not seen as a Jew. He would have been 
ignored at best and pushed out of the community or attacked at worst. So, 
they take this step, in humility, hoping to have an unhindered ability to 
share the gospel with the ancient Jewish people. Wow!
 
That’s radial love. How are you being asked or led to show radical 
love? How have you taken radical steps in the past to build a 
relationship of trust and share the gospel? 
 
So now, Timothy is on the team and then they add Luke. The four of them 
journey to Philippi. This happens because they are improvising with the 
Spirit. The end up going somewhere completely different than they had 
originally planned. In this city they meet Lydia who is an affluent business 
woman. She believes their message because God opens her heart. Is 
there someone you are praying for and asking God to open their 
heart?
 
The team went to Lydia’s house and made it their home base in the city. 
Then, they were confronted by three kinds of power: spiritual, economic, 
and political. A slave girl living there is a big money maker for her owners 
because she was possessed by a demonic force and could predict the 
future. She was following them around telling everyone that Paul and his 
team are servants of the “Most High God.” No one there would have 
thought about Yahweh. This is a Roman colony. They would have thought 
they were proclaiming some kind of local god. Paul got tired of her saying 
this and didn’t want to send the wrong message, so he tells the demon to 
come out of her in Jesus’ name. No more predicting the future; no more 
money. This leads to the next “power” they face —economic.
 



When the gospel is proclaimed, it just may mean that economic realities 
and injustices are confronted. This also happened in Ephesus. The truth 
about Jesus breaks into places that are broken and works to set them right. 
We work to set them right. But, some won’t like that. In Philippi, the people 
who were getting rich off the girl gang up on the team and Paul and Silas 
got dragged into the streets and were made to stand before the local 
authorities. The owners said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our 
city into an uproar by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to 
accept or practice.” Breaking local customs and cultural norms is 
dangerous. 
 
Philippi was a Roman colony that was filled with retired military personnel. 
Rome was overcrowded and they wanted a better life. They didn’t want 
anyone coming into their town and messing with things. No one wanted 
Rome thinking that the Philippians were making up their own rules now. 
Roman citizens had better get on board with how worship worked in the 
empire. So, they decided to put a stop to all this.
 
Paul and Silas are stripped and beaten and the crowd there that day joined 
in the attack. The two were then thrown into prison. The city leaders took 
control and their fate was in their hands—so they thought. The third power 
they faced was a political one. Don’t mess with the religion, economics, or 
politics of Rome!
 
Remarkably, the two were singing songs and praying in prison and 
miraculously, they were rescued. The jailer was about to kill himself rather 
be tortured and killed by his bosses. Paul stopped him, led him to Jesus, 
and you’ll have to read the rest because this post is getting too long! Hint: 
Paul shares the gospel and a bunch of people become followers of Jesus. 
Just radical!
 
BONUS: Read Philippians 2 to see how close Paul and Timothy were. Do 
you have a friend like that? We did a whole teaching series through 
Philippians a couple of years ago. It’s all about joy. Where do you need 
joy in your life? Even in the worst of times, Paul and Silas found joy. What 
was their secret? 



Day Seventeen - Chapter Seventeen

Paul and his team continued on their journey. They went to Thessalonica 
and Berea, shared about Jesus and many people decide to follow. Again, 
the religious leaders get jealous and things get hard—especially for Paul. 
So, the team sends Paul off to Athens while they stay and continue the 
work.
 
We talk a lot about relationships at SFC. It’s because we were made for 
them, but also because most of our pain and most of our joy comes from 
our relationships. We also focus on relationships because they are the key 
to sharing God’s love. Most people will decide to follow Jesus through a 
personal relationship (a family member, friend, college, etc.). 
 
In our Big Read through Acts, we’ve seen the leaders of the early Church 
face incredible challenges, including prison and death. Paul was a leader in 
Judaism who was actively persecuting Christians. He had been a religious 
terrorist, dragging people to prison and voting to have them put to death 
(see Philippians 3:4-6). But, he had an encounter with Jesus and that 
changed everything. After coming out of the gate preaching and blowing 
people away with his understanding of who Jesus was, he goes back home 
(and also to Arabia) and spends 14 years away from the spotlight. When he 
returns, he begins to lead a movement of love that will head into the far 
reaches of their world. 
 
In Acts 17, Paul finds himself in Athens, alone and far from home. He’s 
been sent there by his friends to avoid the mobs who were trying to stop 
him from sharing about Jesus. As he’s walking around the city, his heart is 
moved and provoked. There seems to be no shortage of idols, aka “gods,” 
to worship. In fact, there is one statue with an inscription that reads, “TO 
AN UNKNOWN GOD.” I guess they wanted to cover all their bases.
 



Paul decides to “reason” with the local philosophers and teach in the 
Synagogue. Athens is a diverse city and Paul jumps into the middle of it. In 
fact, he draws so much attention that people take him to a place called the 
Areopagus. This was a place where people came to debate ideas, but it 
was also a place of judgment. If the city leaders decided your “philosophy” 
was harmful, they could punish you. It’s here that Paul makes his famous 
speech, on Mar’s Hill, about Jesus.
 
With all this background, we are ready to listen to how Paul engages 
people with the Gospel (i.e. Jesus is the true Lord of the world. God came 
near, was killed, resurrected, and offers forgiveness and life to all). Some in 
the audience believe and some do not. Paul, in this speech, is a model for 
generations to come, for how to engage the cultures around us with the 
Gospel. This Sunday we will look at his speech but also contemplate the 
engagement of Paul with people and how his relationships led to this 
moment and those that came out of it. Paul loved the churches he started. 
They were filled with people in relationships that changed the landscape of 
early Christianity. We will also contemplate the way God chooses to relate 
to us. Indeed, “in him we live and move and have our being!”

Day Eighteen - Chapter Eighteen (corrected)

Today will be a very short reflection. Read chapter 18 and think about this 
passage: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am 
with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have 
many people in this city” (9-10).
 
Spend some time reflection on what makes you afraid. What bothers, 
concerns, or worries you? What contributes to your anxiety? After 
everything that Paul had been through and still would go through, he 
needed that encouragement. After everything that we’ve been through as a 
church or personally these past two years, what kind of encouragement do 
you need. Pray for that. Pray for Saratoga Federated Church today. 



Days Nineteen and Twenty - Chapters Nineteen and Twenty

These chapters combine to make one big section. Most of it takes place in 
Ephesus, which plays a prominent role in the New Testament. Paul spent 
two years and three months with the Ephesians. Eventually, he wrote a 
letter to them (something I’ve been studying closely for the last six months
—hint). Later Timothy would become their pastor.
 
Here, like other places, Paul battles religious leaders, spiritual enemies, 
economic consequences of the gospel, and social-political realities. Some 
of those from the Synagogue get all riled up. He leaves them and goes to 
lecture for the gentiles. He connects well with the non-Jewish people, 
spends three months teaching them, and radical things begin to 
happen. Who are you “connecting” to these days? Are there those in 
your neighborhood, work, kid’s activities, that you find yourself 
having good conversations with? Or, have those become less 
frequent? Why? Do you struggle with “religious” people like Paul 
did? Describe that. 
 
Later, in his letter to the Ephesian Church he would write about spiritual 
battles. He would also tell the Corinthian Church that he fought “wild beasts 
in Ephesus” (1 Cor. 15:32). People are being healed by handkerchiefs that 
touched Paul (that’s crazy)!  Luke shares a strange story about seven sons 
of a priest that try to cast out demons in Jesus’ name but really didn’t know 
Jesus. They are attacked and run out of the house naked (super strange). 
In the midst of all this, people begin to burn their books of sorcery and at 
one point all the books added up to almost 137 years of income! That’s 
economic impact!
 
To make things more intense, Paul is also teaching against the use of idols. 
They are worthless and not gods at all. So, the local idol making industry 
begins to lose money—like a LOT of money. It’s amazing how money can 
be a driving force for people. The people are also worried that their god 



Artemis, who was very famous and had a huge temple in the city, would 
become irrelevant. Ephesus was an important city and made a lot of money 
and got a lot of prestige from the temple worship for Artemis. This Paul 
guys is just too radical for them. They size two of Paul’s friends (just 
hanging out with him was dangerous), get the whole town fired up, and a 
riot breaks out. Luke says that it went on for about two hours and many 
didn’t even know why they were there.
 
After a wise government official talked sense into the crowd, everyone went 
home. Before Paul left the city, he encouraged the leaders. Then, they 
started a very long trip, through different cities along the way, encouraging 
leaders. However, one-night Paul went on and on teaching and a young 
man fell from a second-story window and was picked up dead. Paul went 
down, healed him, and then kept teaching. I bet you are glad Pastor 
Sean’s sermons are so long!
 
Finally, Paul sends for the Ephesian elders and says good-bye to them, 
knowing he will never see them again. Their relationship is close and there 
are tears all around. Transitions are hard, especially when we lose 
those we love. What kind of transitions are hard for you these 
days? One of my favorite passages in the Bible is here: “And now, 
compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 
happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns 
me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life 
worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task 
the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of 
God’s grace” (22-24). I like it because Paul is counting the cost and staying 
100% committed to his mission. If we (you) knew that major hardships 
would come your way because you are following Jesus, would you 
still follow? Would your following be different in some way?

Day Twenty-One - Chapter Twenty-One

After saying goodbye to the Ephesian leaders, Paul and his team head for 
Jerusalem. Finally landing in Tyre and close the end of their voyage, they 
meet followers of Jesus and stay with them. Very interestingly, Luke tells us 
that, “Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem” 
(4). For the past four Sundays, we’ve been talking about improvising with 



the Spirit. We’ve been talking about participating with what the Spirit of God 
is doing. Here “through the Spirit” Paul is warned NOT to go to 
Jerusalem. Why do you think he ignored that advise? 
 
Later, in Caesarea, Luke writes that “…a prophet Agabus came down from 
Judea. Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet 
with it and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jewish leaders in 
Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the 
Gentiles.’” His friends beg him not to go but Paul, once again, refuses. In 
fact, he says, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready 
not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 
Jesus.” This was an emotional moment for everyone. Yet, Paul would not 
be persuaded to avoid Jerusalem. Was he doing God’s will? Did he 
ignore the Spirit? Eventually his friends give up and say, "the Lord’s will 
be done.” 
 
Sometimes in life, it’s very difficult to know for certain that we are following 
the will of God or understand exactly how the Spirit is leading us. When we 
pray, we are often longing for something to bring us more certainty. When 
we read the Bible, we want certainty. However, certainty has never been 
the goal. God invites us to walk by faith, with wisdom and love. It’s 
possible to sometimes ignore or miss the Spirit’s leading. It’s also possible 
that we are listening but the Spirit gives us freedom to choose. One of the 
hard things about walking by faith and not by sight is that it’s scary at 
times. But, if faith could be understood as a living conduit for a 
growing and intimate relationship with God, I wonder if the need for 
certainty could be left behind.
 
Where do you long for clear answers and certainty from God? How 
comfortable are you with mystery? What does it mean, to you, to walk 
by faith and not by sight? How have you experienced that?
 
Next, Paul makes his way to Jerusalem and meets with James (the brother 
of Jesus) and the other leaders. Paul reports about how the gentiles are 
turning to Jesus and everyone rejoices. However, in the next sentence, 
Luke shares about a group of very zealous Jewish Jesus followers who are 
spreading a rumor that Paul is telling the gentile Christians to basically 
ignore and chuck out the biblical Law of Moses. Hadn’t this issue been 



settled in Acts 15? Indeed, it had but some would not let it go and did not 
approve of Paul’s theology or leadership. Have you ever felt like Paul? 
Like brothers and sisters in Christ did not approve of your theology of 
the ministry you were doing?
 
Even though the issue of the gentiles was settled theologically and 
practically in Acts 15, there were literally thousands of new Jewish 
Christians who were so zealous that they insisted that gentiles become 
Jews to follow Jesus. How do you lead in a context like that? James tells 
Paul to lead some young men in a purity practice that outwardly should 
have communicated that even though they were not going to change the 
decision about the gentiles, out of love they would show respect to the 
Jewish culture in Jerusalem. The issues are more complex than they seem 
on the surface and Paul needs to use wisdom here. He is a Jew but has 
learned to live within any kind of culture as a Christ follower. Others had 
not.
 
He follows their advice, there’s a huge misunderstanding, and Paul is 
attacked and beaten. In the barracks, Paul asks to speak to the crowd and 
we are left hanging until the next chapter…
 
Keep reading!!


