
Daily Meditations on Acts Chapters 1-10

Day One - Chapter One

In Acts Chapter One, Luke begins to tell the origin story of the 
early church. It all began by Jesus telling the apostles to wait 
for the Holy Spirit. Then he left. But his followers had each 
other (120 of them) and they would soon experience “God 
with them” in a brand-new way—through the giving of the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus had promised this before he went to the 
cross (John 14:15-31, 15:26-27, 16:13-14). The followers of 
Jesus were not left alone, but it may have felt that way to 
them. How do you think you would have felt in their 
situation?
 
The disciples felt scared, angry, puzzled, anxious, excited, 
passionate, etc. They were driven to act in dependence 
through prayer. “14 They all joined together constantly in 
prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with his brothers.” What are you feeling dependent on 
God for right now?
 
There were 120 believers and there are now billions around 
the world. Do you remember what Jesus said about the 
Kingdom of God being like a mustard plant? What does that 
tell us about God’s faithfulness over the long haul? 
Where would you like to experience God’s faithfulness in 
your life?
 
The key passage here is Acts 1:1-11. These verses act a 
“threshold moment” for the followers of Jesus. Threshold 
moments are those turning points in our lives when we are 



facing a difficult decision, a major life event, or a surprising 
pivot which will change everything. Perhaps you are standing 
at the crossroads trying to decide which way to go. Threshold 
moments are also times of complexity and incredible change
—when we are invited to step into a new time and new way of 
seeing things.
 
We are indeed facing times of complexity and incredible 
change. What could God be calling Saratoga Federated 
Church to “see” right now? What might he be calling you to 
“see” right now? 
 
Join us this month as we read through the Book of Acts one 
chapter at a time and reflect on the music of the Scripture so 
that we can improvise with the Spirit of God and participate 
in new and creative things. 
 

Day Two - Chapter Two

For a first Century Jew, Pentecost was an agricultural festival 
taking place fifty days after Passover. People would bring the 
first sheaf of wheat from their crop and offer it to God out of 
thanksgiving and prayer for more good crops. Passover and 
Pentecost reminded the ancient Israelites about their story—
specifically, rescue from slavery in Egypt (the Exodus) and the 
giving of the Torah (Law). Pentecost was a celebration of 
when God gave those he rescued a new way of life and a 
mission to live out. God does this again in this chapter, in a 
whole new way—by the giving of the Holy Spirit.
 



After being filled with the Spirit, the followers of Jesus start to 
speak in the languages of all the different people who were 
crammed into Jerusalem for the festival. They heard the story 
of Jesus in their own language! How can we “speak the 
language” of those in our culture who need to hear the story?
 
Peter got up and started to weave his way through the 
Hebrew Scriptures, inviting the crowd to consider that the 
Scriptures (and their dreams – think Daniel 9) had been 
fulfilled. It was indeed the “last days,” which for them was a 
dream come true! When Peter gets to the end of his first 
sermon, three thousand people “turned back” (repented) and 
were added to the community of Jesus!
 
At the end of the chapter, Luke gave a summary statement of 
life in this early Jesus community. Next Sunday we will look at 
this passage (2:42-47) because this is our history, too! People 
are sharing, lives are being renewed, fellowship is meaningful. 
After the initial explosion, people are now learning the 
“unforced rhythms of grace” as Pastor/Theologian Eugene 
Peterson would say. They are learning, sharing, and giving to 
one another with incredible generosity. God gives the early 
Church a season of beauty and influence among the people 
of their day. They are growing both deep and wide. They are 
also irresistible to the community around them (they had 
“favor”). 
 
I am praying that God gives SFC a season like this!

Day Three - Chapter Three



In this chapter, we read about an amazing miracle of healing 
that Peter and John are a part of right near the Temple in 
Jerusalem. The Temple was the center of religious life in 
ancient Israel. There were parts of the Temple that only 
priests could enter. There were also parts for men, women, 
and gentiles. If you had a physical abnormality, you could not 
enter into the Temple. Why is knowing this significant 
background information and how should the Church be 
different?  
 
It’s interesting that the early Christians were going to the 
Temple to pray but they also had fellowship, celebrated the 
breaking of bread and prayer, outside the Temple. This is 
significant. The worship of God was not centralized in one 
location but was being decentralized. Indeed, worship was 
taking place wherever followers of Jesus congregated and 
whenever people called on the name of Jesus. A movement 
outward. Why is noticing this important for the Church’s 
mission?
 
A healing takes place, Jesus is proclaimed as the healer, and 
the Gospel is once again shared.
 
Here’s some things to ponder:
·      Temple worship is no longer. The Church is people. We 
are the “Body of Christ.” However, are there ways we 
sometimes create spaces for “insiders” and “outsiders” in the 
community of faith, even unintentionally? 
·      Why do you think that Luke points out that Peter and 
John looked straight at the man?
·      Why is it significant that the man went “into the Temple 
courts?”



·      What do you think of Peter’s short “sermon” and why do 
you think Peter brings up Moses?

Day Four - Chapter Four

This chapter continues the story of the healing in chapter 
three. There is a saying theologian N.T. Wright, attributes to a 
British bishop, which goes something like, “Everywhere Jesus 
and Paul went, there were riots. Everywhere I go, they serve 
tea.” And, boy did the apostles cause riots!
 
Why were people so angry about something that is so good? 
Who wouldn’t want healing for people who needed it, rescue 
by a good Messiah (King), and resurrection from the dead? 
This chapter is about a conflict of kingdoms—something 
Jesus was familiar with and now his followers would be too. 
 
One of the reasons the Sadducees challenged Peter and 
John was because they were in charge. The Sadducees were 
the wealthy elite who had power. People in power don’t give it 
up so easily. They also didn’t believe in a resurrection from 
the dead. On top of all this, they had just given Jesus over to 
the Romans to be killed. So, the message that Peter and John 
were preaching was dangerous to them politically, religiously, 
economically, and socially. A miracle, a message, and the 
next thing they know, five thousand more people are following 
the Jesus you just killed! Things were getting out of control for 
them.
 
In its proper context, resurrection was meant to be a radical, 
dangerous idea that challenged the status quo and the 
powers of the world (whether conservative or liberal). Why? 



Because, resurrection meant that God was going to one day 
put all things right (see 3:21). Resurrection and people 
believing in it, was a sign that God had started his restoration 
movement and those in power will be out of luck if they keep 
going the way they are going.
 
How does resurrection inform your life? We celebrate it on 
Easter and hope for it in the end. But, for the early followers of 
Jesus, it meant more than heaven after they died. 
Resurrection was life here and now. It was a calling to 
participate, with the Holy 
Spirit, in God’s rescue plan and restoration movement. How 
are you participating today?
 
Peter and John show extreme boldness in the face of threats. 
They weren’t trained Rabbis but they had been with Jesus 
and now had the Holy Spirit within them. They stood up to the 
leaders and went back to the other followers of Jesus and 
reported what happened. They all prayed together and were 
given boldness to continue the mission of rescue and 
restoration. 2,000 years later, we are still on that same 
mission. May we do more than just drink tea.

Day Five - Chapter Five

This whole chapter is about a clash of powers and kingdoms. 
For thousands of years, the Sadducees had been manning 
the Temple grounds, which were spread out over several 
acres. However, with the resurrection of Jesus and the giving 
of the Spirit, there was a new temple (1 Cor. 6:9)—the 
Church. Those who were in charge of the current system of 
worship had missed Jesus and were missing the breaking-in 



of a brand new kingdom of life. There was bound to be a 
clash of power (and many more to come).
 
The early followers of Jesus kept gathering in the Temple 
area. They were literally right in the faces of the Sadducees 
(see the last post on them). No one wanted to join the 
apostles in leading because everyone knew they could be 
killed just like Jesus (indeed, Stephen would soon be the first 
martyr in Christianity). However, even within that time of fear, 
God was at work and many were coming to know Jesus and 
miracles were taking place. Perhaps to see the great power of 
God at work, the Church at times needs to put itself in the 
places of great risk and great need. It seems that too often we 
are more concerned with self-preservation than mission. The 
early Christians didn’t hide away or try to protect what they 
had but shared about Jesus in one of the most dangerous 
places for them.
 
There are other clashes of power in this chapter as well. A 
story is told about a man and his wife who were deceitful to 
the Spirit of God, who had been given to them. The story ends 
in their deaths. This is exceedingly strange and we don’t see it 
again. Perhaps, we should be careful applying too much 
meaning to something that happens once in the Book of Acts. 
However, there seems to have been a seriousness to this 
particular deception and the impact or possible impact on the 
new community. This isn’t a pattern for how God works (or 
how we should work) with people, but a particular event in 
space and time. A good reading of Scripture will cause us to 
pause and reflect on God, the context, the nature of the 
Church, and the nature of our relationship with God.
 



In the end, the church continues to grow and the apostles are 
brought before the power brokers who beat them and tell 
them not to speak in the name of Jesus. They rejoice that 
they were counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the name. 
Can you imagine Christians in American doing that today, 
rejoicing because they had to suffer? That’s a thought to 
ponder. The apostles are saved from possible death or 
continued imprisonment by a wise leader who speaks about 
the clash of powers happening. If the new movement is not 
from God it will die out. But, if it is from God, it cannot be 
stopped. 

2,000 years later, Jesus is still building his Church.  
 

Day Six - Chapter Six

This next chapter is short but packs a punch. Growth has its 
challenges and in the early church in Jerusalem, some of the 
most vulnerable are being under-served. Because there were 
Jews from all over the ancient world, there was a diversity of 
ethnicities within the community of faith. This diversity 
included Jews who came from other parts of the Roman 
Empire called Hellenistic and those from Judea (and 
especially Jerusalem) called Hebraic Jews. There were 
clashes of culture that had to be worked out. 
 
The church had a commitment to care for widows but in the 
massive growth, the widows from outside Judea were not 
being cared for like the widows from inside Judea. We don’t 
know the exact details but we do know that the Hebraic Jews 
tended to feel superior than all the others. The ethnic 



arrogance and division was brought into the church and that 
had consequences.
 
Complaints arose and the leaders decided to do something 
about it. The shared the load of leadership. Seven people 
were chosen to address the problem, one of them remarkably 
not being Jewish at all!
 
There is some debate about whether the apostles should 
have rolled up their sleeves to serve as well, which is 
something to ponder. Could they have helped AND preached 
and prayed? Did praying and preaching really take up all 
hours of the day? I wonder what Jesus would have done. 
“The Son of Man came to serve not to be served.” One of the 
Seven is Stephen who begins to preach and perform miracles 
(seems like he had time to do both). Food for thought…
 
Well, Stephen was rocking the message of Jesus but was 
seized and brought before the whole ruling body of the Jewish 
leaders. What happens next is tomorrows meditation. Keep 
reading!

Day Seven - Chapter Seven

So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers 
of the law. They seized Stephen and brought him before the 
Sanhedrin. They produced false witnesses, who testified, 
“This fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and 
against the law. For we have heard him say that this Jesus of 
Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs 
Moses handed down to us.”



All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at 
Stephen, and they saw that his face was like the face of an 
angel (Acts 6:12-15).

That’s how Acts chapter six ends. It’s like a cliffhanger waiting 
to resolve. Then, at the very beginning of chapter seven, the 
religious leaders ask Stephen a question: “Are these charges 
true?” 
 
Remarkably, Stephen doesn’t try to defend himself. Instead, 
he tells a story. He tells their story. Beginning with God’s 
convent with Abraham, he walks through some key parts of 
the grand narrative that lead to Jesus. The whole story has 
always been leading to Jesus. Equally remarkable, Jesus 
invites us to take our place in the story. When we do, we are 
transformed and become vessels of change. How would you 
describe your place in the story?
 
After weaving through their history, Stephen says, “But God 
turned away from them and gave them over to the worship of 
the sun, moon and stars” (7:42). Paul will echo this language 
in Romans chapter one. When we refuse to receive the 
invitation to love, grace, and mercy, God says, “Okay.” He 
gives us over to our own choices. He never forces, 
manipulates, or guilts people into a relationship with him. He 
lovingly holds us loosely and lets us go when we reject him. 
But, he’s only a prayer away. How are you connecting with 
God through prayer these days? Is it helpful? Is it 
fulfilling? Why do you think that is?
 
The turning point in Stephen’s speech is when he says, “You 
stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still 



uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always 
resist the Holy Spirit!” At SFC, we are doing our best to 
“participate with the spirit.” However, we don’t always get it 
right. Are there ways that we(you) have “resisted the 
spirit” in the past?
 
Well, that was too much to hear. They kill Stephen by mob 
and as he’s dying he asks God to forgive his murderers. Wow! 
Take some time and take all that in today. Take time to ponder 
the pursuit of humanity by God. Think about his pursuit of you. 
This is what love and forgiveness look like. We are loved. We 
are forgiven. Amen!

Day Eight - Chapter Eight

This chapter is a turning point in the life of the early church. 
Until now, those who had come to Jerusalem (or were from 
Jerusalem) stayed there. Thousands had come into a 
transformational relationship with the risen Jesus. They grew 
and grew and grew. We don’t know how big they got but they 
were not “going into all the world.” They didn’t seem to want to 
leave the city.
 
I don’t think God ever desires any kind of persecution. None. 
However, he leveraged something evil and horrid for the 
rescue of humanity. After “…a great persecution broke out 
against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles 
were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria (8:1). Church 
history shows us that Christianity tends to spread and even 
thrive under persecution. What do think of that? 
 



Philip, another one of the Seven from Acts chapter 6, head for 
Samaria (a radical move for an ancient Israelite but also 
commanded by Jesus). He shares about Jesus, amazing 
things happen, and “…there was great joy in the city.” When 
we share the love of God in Jesus, joy is part of what we 
bring to our world.
 
Next, Peter and John head for Samaria to check out what’s 
going on. While they were there the Holy Spirit filled the 
Samaritans, who have trusted in Jesus. Why do you think it 
was important for Peter and John to be there? Why do 
you think it took them, as two of the main leaders, so 
long to go? Do you think that they felt a new freedom to 
share Jesus after that? Is this why they returned to 
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan 
villages?
 
Finally, Philip has another encounter. This time it’s with a man 
who was a part of the royal court in Ethiopia. Wow, that’s a 
long way to travel! Over 2,500 miles. He went all that distance 
to worship. However, he was also a eunuch, which meant that 
he was not allowed to worship with the rest of the people. 
There were different kinds of eunuchs in the ancient near 
east, however, they were all looked on as “lesser than.” How 
have you felt exclusion in the Church community? Are 
there those who the Church still excludes? Why?
 
This particular man was reading from Isaiah, specifically 
about the Messiah, who is Jesus. He was hungry to know who 
this was. Philip started there and told him all about the savior 
Jesus. But, I wonder if the man also knew about Isaiah 
56:4-5. It says, For this is what the Lord says: “To the eunuchs 



who keep my Sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and 
hold fast to my covenant—to them I will give within my temple 
and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons and 
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that will 
endure forever.” The passage goes on to talk about other 
outsiders who were going to be included. 
 
In Acts 8, the one who had been excluded was now included. 
Something changed. The old ways (Dt. 23:1) of doing things 
were being overturned. Parts of the Law were being set aside. 
Philip was improvising with the Spirit and a life was changed 
forever. Who is the Holy Spirit calling you to include? Who 
are the "outsiders" who God is calling us to invite?

Day Nine - Chapter Nine

This is the chapter when we read about Saul’s encounter with 
Jesus on the road to Damascus. He was going there, all the 
way from Jerusalem, which is about 195 miles. That’s a long 
way and the trip would not have been easy. But, Saul was 
determined to punish Christians. “Saul was still breathing out 
murderous threats against the Lord’s disciple” (9:1). He had 
permission from the High Priest to go and put both men and 
women in prison. This interesting because usually when one 
wanted to stop a movement of some sort, it’s the leaders who 
would be rounded up, put in prison, sometimes beaten, and 
possibly killed. What do you make of Luke pointing out this 
detail? Why does he say “both men and women?”
 
Paul’s journey was interrupted in a major way. Jesus 
confronted him, he goes blind, and comes into a relationship 
with Jesus in an amazing way. The biggest enemy of Jesus 



became the biggest proclaimer of the Gospel. How is this 
encouraging to you?
 
In Damascus a man named Ananias was told to go and lay 
hands on Saul to restore his sight. He was afraid. How would 
you have felt? But, he obeyed and God told him that Saul 
was his “…chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the 
Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show 
him how much he must suffer for my name.” What do you 
think about that last sentence? Why would God choose 
to allow Saul to suffer so much?
 
The rest of the story tells about how Saul began to proclaim 
the news of Jesus. This blew people’s minds because he’d 
just been persecuting them! Saul grew more and more 
powerful in his ability to share the Gospel. Quickly the tables 
are turned and now Saul is being hunted down. What a 
reversal! His new friends came up with an escape plan (that 
Saul will later write about and explain how humbling that was) 
and he heads for Jerusalem. Once he’s there everyone is 
afraid of him but Barnabas paves the way for him. How 
humbling do you think all this was for Saul? Why was 
that a good thing? How have you been humbled in the 
past? Do you have a “Barnabas” in your life?
 
There was a season of peace that followed all this. How is 
this comforting to us 2,000 years later? Where do you/we 
need peace?
 
Finally, there is another miracle story involving Peter. Do you 
see similarities between Peter’s healing stories and those 
of Jesus? How is that important for the early church and 



for Luke’s readers years later? How is that important for 
us?  

Day Ten - Chapter Ten

The whole story of the Scriptures can be described as one of 
extravagant love. Extravagant means spending too much, 
costing too much, lacking restraint in using resources, 
exceeding what is reasonable, practical, or appropriate. We 
don’t normally use these words to describe God but this is 
exactly what he is toward us! When it comes to his love, he is 
extravagant. 
 
Have you ever had someone give you way too much? At 
Christmas, a birthday, an anniversary, or just because? In the 
parable of the Prodigal Son, Jesus tells a story of a Father 
who gives love extravagantly to both his sons. The word 
prodigal means to spend money freely and recklessly—to be 
wasteful. Prodigal means extravagant. How can Christians be 
extravagant with love?
 
Peter, in Acts 10, needs the Father of love to move him to be 
a person of love—love, in this case, that breaks through 
boundaries. Peter was one of the 12 Disciples and a major 
leader in the early Church. He no doubt heard the parable of 
the lost son firsthand. By the time we see Peter in Acts 
chapter 10, he’s come a long way. He recovered from his 
shame of failure and launched the Church, preaching and 
teaching with incredible courage, even being thrown in prison. 
He knows what it’s like to be the lost son who was welcomed 
home (see John 21). We know, too! Now he finds himself in a 
small coastal town called Joppa. One day he decides to pray 



on the rooftop of the home he is staying in and God gives him 
a vision. In this vision, God tells Peter to do something he’s 
never done before. He is instructed to eat “unclean” animals, 
thus breaking the Law he has followed his whole life. Why 
would God do that? Why would God command something that 
was so out of bounds that Peter tells God, “Absolutely not!” 
Something against his “Law” in Scripture? Extravagant love, 
that’s why.
 
While Peter is dreaming, a man named Cornelius, a leader in 
the Roman military and a believer in Yahweh, is also having a 
vision. It’s cool how God is orchestrating this whole 
experience. An angel tells him that his “prayers have been 
answered.” The angel tells him to go and find Peter and bring 
him back. When he does, Peter shares all about the love of 
God in Jesus that changes everything. They believe, and 
amazing things happen. Peter was participating with the 
Spirit who was leading him to improvise!
 
It’s hard for us to wrap our minds around how radical this 
encounter was for Peter. God was breaking new ground and 
Peter had a front-row seat. For Peter to step inside Cornelius’ 
house would have been scandalous. But God’s love is 
scandalous. He was tearing down walls between Jews and 
Gentiles.
 
God is still tearing down walls. What “wall” do we have in 
our hearts that need tearing down?
 
Extravagant love has been poured out on us through the 
cross. When Jesus sent his followers into all the world, he 
sent them to share extravagant love—to give freely as they 



had freely been given, which at times must have seemed 
simply absurd, from their point of view.
 
God is prodigal—extravagant and overwhelmingly excessive 
with his love. We should be too!
 
The dream of Peter is our dream. It’s a vision of love and 
God’s mission. God has always planned on redeeming and 
restoring his good creation, especially humans. The 
movement of grace that sparked generosity is now spreading. 
And, it’s spreading to those who, until now, were “out of 
bounds.” Who is “out of bounds” to you? To the Church? 
In our culture? 
 
This Sunday we will walk through the story in Acts 10 and 
reflect on God’s love. In response, our prayer is for SFC to be 
givers of God’s extravagant love. 


